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New DGI Products for 2010 
 

As Drummond Group celebrates our tenth year of operation this year, we are excited to announce 
our new partnership with two new industries: energy and healthcare.  
  
Last month, Energy Secretary Chu announced the new regional Smart Grid demonstration 
projects which were funded with appointed stimulus funds across the United States.  Drummond 
Group will be working on the interoperability testing in two projects that received funding: 

The Pacific Northwest Demonstration Project  ($178 million).  The five-year Project will expand 
existing electric infrastructure and test new Smart Grid technologies with approximately 60,000 
customers in five states. 

The Texas Wind Integration Project  ($28 million). This five year project will focus on improved 
monitoring of the grid and the management, storage, use of distributed generation and expansion 
of demand response capabilities to assist with wind resource integration. 

In addition, Rik Drummond, CEO of Drummond Group, was selected to serve on the Governing 
Board of the Smart Grid Interoperability Panel,  specifically over the testing and certification.  
This board will provide technical support to the Commerce Department's National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) as it coordinates standards for a modernized electric power 
system. 
  
Drummond Group also announced last month our intention to certify Electronic Health Records  
systems. We await the official HHS requirements for EHR certification which should happen 
within the next couple of weeks to announce Drummond's expected test calendar and EHR 
certification plans. 
  
As we move into the holidays, it is clear that we at Drummond Group have much to be thankful 
for and we understand that our knowledge and experience is directly related to our work with 
many of you over the last ten years.  We thank you for your continued support of our work and 
your input into interoperability improvement year after year.  May your holidays be restful and 
blessed.  We look forward to our continued work together in 2010! 
  
To receive more information on this important initiative contact DGI at 
info2@drummondgroup.com. 
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AS4 Update   

The AS4 profile of the OASIS ebMS3 specification has just completed its 2nd public review cycle 
with no further comments necessitating another round of editing.  As such, the AS4 profile has 
now passed the vote with the ebMS Technical Committee as approved Committee specification 
and has been submitted to OASIS for public release.  AS4 has also been submitted to OASIS for 
consideration as a full OASIS approved specification. 
  
AS4 is a standardized methodology for the secure and document-agnostic exchange of B2B 
payloads using the Web Services standards and platform.  More specifically, AS4 is a profile of 
the OASIS ebXML Messaging Services v3.0 specification that constrains and simplifies these 
underlying specifications to provide an entry-level on-ramp for Web Services messaging in a 
manner very similar to the methodology used by the popular AS2 messaging standard.  In this 
way, Web Services messaging interoperability and standardization becomes an achievable and 
practical ambition. 
  
There were a couple of early adopter AS4 implementations that were ready for Drummond 
Certified interoperability testing for 4Q09, but DGI determined that the number was not quite 
enough to merit an effective interoperability test.  Therefore, the scheduled 4Q09 Drummond 
interoperability test was not performed in lieu of a 2010 interoperability with more 
implementations.  Drummond has received commitments from a number of vendors for 
participation in the 2010 interoperability test.  For 2010, implementations will be required to 
participate in one of two pre-test QA sessions in order to debug their AS4 products ahead of full 
matrix interoperability test.  This pre-test debug QA will help streamline and make the full matrix 
interoperability test more efficient.  Drummond Group has utilized the QA program (e.g., AS2) in 
the past when introducing new interoperability tests for immature product groups. 
  
AS4 continues to enjoy some exciting consideration in the marketplace.  The results of a recent 
survey o f the GS1 eCom Technology Group concluded that 78% of those surveyed were in 
favor of a GS1 recommendation that AS4 products be tested for interoperability.   The 
coming year seems poised to present new and exciting opportunities for secure and reliable Web 
services messaging, and there seems to be momentum gathering around AS4. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Drummond Group Inc. (DGI) is the trusted interoperability test lab that works with 
standards groups, software/firmware vendors and industry groups to drive adoption of 
standards by offering global interoperability and conformance testing, and certification. 
DGI facilitates these testing services under association-branded certification programs 
and its own Drummond Certified(R) program. DGI has tested over a thousand 
international software products used in vertical industries such as automotive, consumer 
product goods, healthcare, energy, financial services, government, petroleum, 
pharmaceutical and retail. Founded in 1999, DGI also represents best-of-breed in 
strategic interoperability consulting, recognizing the challenges of interoperability for 
industry over the product life cycle. For more information, please visit 
http://www.drummondgroup.com/ or email info2@drummondgroup.com 
 


